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Summary

We believe that this text is a mix of AI and human-written content.
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Analyzed Text

Words that are underlined indicate AI phrases, while the numbers represent how frequently they are likely to appear in AI writing. These elements are not used to
determine the results but are displayed separately as patterns commonly found in AI-generated text.

Human Written 73 Words High Confidence

When done well, listening is powerful. It builds understanding, uncovers solutions, and helps us tackle the challenges that matter most.

When it comes to modernizing Idaho's public school funding formula, listening to Idahoans isn't just important; it's essential. Over the past

month, Senator Dave Lent and I have traveled the state asking a simple question: What should Idaho prioritize in funding its public

schools? One thing has been remarkably clear.

AI 305 Words High Confidence

While people may not agree on every solution, they overwhelmingly agree that our current funding formula—created in 1994—no longer

reflects the realities of today's classrooms. Teachers described students arriving with increasingly complex academic and developmental

needs. School leaders spoke about balancing rising operational costs while recruiting and retaining quality staff. Taxpayers expressed

frustration with repeated bond and levy requests to help bridge funding gaps. Parents shared their commitment to strong public schools and

a desire to see them succeed. The common thread wasn't disagreement—it was a shared belief that the system needs to evolve and
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there is value in investing in education. Updating a statewide funding formula is never simple. Every community has unique priorities, and

what benefits one district may affect another differently. That's exactly why these conversations matter. Rather than assuming we know their

answers, we wanted to hear directly from the people who live with the results every day. Across Idaho, we heard a desire for a funding

model that is easier to understand, more responsive to today's students, and better aligned with the priorities Idahoans value most. That

includes stronger support for special education, gifted and talented programs, career technical education, and the flexibility schools need to

serve their local communities. The message is clear: Idaho's public schools deserve a funding model built for today's students— not

yesterday's. Now it's time to get to work. I look forward to working with Governor Little, the Legislature, educators, parents, and

communities to develop thoughtful, Idaho-based solutions. Together, we have an opportunity to build a funding model that better supports

student achievement, strengthens public education, and prepares Idaho students to be successful in an increasingly competitive world.

Listening was the first step. Turning what we heard into meaningful action is the next.
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